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"sea cardes," explained how a new road to Asia might
be found beyond the Spanish rule.
Into the tale now comes a son or a nephew of that
Admiral Lock, or Lok, with whom young Martin went
to sea, one Michael, who had been active since the reign
of Mary in the Muscovy Company. Sir Hugh Wil-
loughby had opened up the White Sea in 1553, and a
trade in furs and tallow had followed between London
and Archangel. The Muscovy Company had this
business as a monopoly. They were making money, and
the news that one Captain Frobisher was seeking finan-
cial assistance for a new expedition to the northward
roused the company to immediate protest. It was not
so long since Martin had been known on the northeast
coast as a successful and experienced pirate. They were
not to be blamed if they saw in this new scheme a veiled
resolution on the part of Frobisher to do a little looting
in a new direction. They entered a plea at headquar-
ters that any concessions to the captain would be an
infringement of their inalienable rights to trade.
Frobisher's friends, however, were powerful, and
they had the private ear of the Privy Council. Into
that ear echoed the word "Gold!" and at once every
member was agog. The question flew about, "Where?
Where?" and forming the answer to suit the obsessing
hallucinations of their lives, the rumour spread that this
Captain Frobisher, now home from his voyages, had
information as to a new route to the treasuries of the
Orient, mountains of gold, mounds of pearls and rubies,
acres of diamonds I He had probably heard the tale
from some dying comrade, who had divulged the secret
of the^route! When men have made up their minds
to believe something which tickles their cupidity,
nothing stands before them. The very reticence of a
man like Frobisher would convince these wise Lon-
doners and men about court that he knew something